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(54) Title: ANALYTE TEST INSTRUMENT HAVING IMPROVED CALIBRATION AND COMMUNICATION PROCESSES

(57) Abstract

An analyte test instrument having improved calibration and
communication processes. The instrument employs a calibration
method that allows it to communicate with any one of a plurality of
data storage strips. A data storage strip including a memory device
is inserted into the test port of the instrument. The data storage strip
is identified, and the instrument establishes communications with the
data storage strip using a protocol corresponding to the data storage
strip. Second, the instrument employs a method for ensuring that the
instrument is operated using valid calibration strips and test strips.

The instrument determines whether one or more of test parameters

stored in the instrument is invalid for a test strip inserted into the test
port of the instrument. If a test parameter is invalid, an indication
of the invalid strip parameter is displayed on the display. Finally,
the instrument utilizes a method for determining the actual date and
time of events that occurred before the instrument was provided with
current date and time.
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other means
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Box | Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This Intemational Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the Intemational Application tﬁa& do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 5.4(a).

Box Ii Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This [ntemational Seamhin§ Authority found multiple inventions in this intemationa! application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. m As all required additional search foes were timely péid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee, o . . .

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this Intemational Search Report is
rastricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims,; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees,
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Author1ty found multiple (groups .of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. C]aims 1-17,23-25

Methods for using an analyte test instrument having a test
port receiving test strips or data storage strips.

2. Claims: 18-22

Method for determ1n1ng date and tlme in an analyte test
instrument
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